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MEMBER FOR RIVERTON 
Personal Explanation - Independent Candidate for Riverton 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [2.42 pm] - by leave:  On 25 February this year, the day before the state election, 
The West Australian ran a front page headline “I was misled into standing for marginal seat: nurse”.  On the 
following day, the day of the state election, The West Australian ran an even larger front page story on the same 
subject with the heading “Labor MP goes into hiding on poll eve”.  It is now a matter of public record that 
neither of those stories by The West Australian was accurate.  Indeed, the articles by The West Australian were at 
best reckless and unprofessional, and at worst shamefully biased and malicious. At the time these issues were 
raised with me by The West Australian journalist Ms Wendy Pryor, I unequivocally denied the allegation that I 
had coerced or misled anyone to stand as a candidate.   

The Corruption and Crime Commission investigation and report into this matter, tabled in this Parliament on 6 
May, confirms that Ms Choy Chan Ma, the nurse referred to by The West Australian, made the decision to 
nominate as an independent candidate of her own free will and completed the nomination form in her own home 
and in her own hand.  What is clear is this: firstly, some time after being a knowing and willing candidate for the 
state election, Ms Ma changed her mind.  Ms Ma changed her mind about being a candidate after being 
contacted by the Australian Nursing Federation, which happened to be running the union president as an 
independent candidate for the seat of Riverton and directing its preferences to the Liberal Party.  Ms Ma has 
written to me saying she does not know how The West Australian constructed its story.  Ms Ma said she did not 
contact The West Australian.  She said also that at no stage did she use the expressions “misled”, “complaint” or 
“alleged” in her brief conversations with the paper’s journalist.  Ms Ma acknowledges that she signed a letter to 
the Western Australian Electoral Commission seeking to withdraw from the election, and that this letter was 
written and printed at the offices of the Australian Nursing Federation and sent to the Electoral Commission 
from the ANF offices. 

The second thing that is clear about this saga is that The West Australian was at no stage interested in balanced 
and fair reporting of the story given to its reporter.  The first contact I had from The West Australian was a phone 
call from journalist Ms Wendy Pryor at about 1.00 pm on Thursday, 24 February.  Ms Pryor’s opening comment 
to me was “I have a signed statement that says you coerced someone into running as a candidate”.  I was 
shocked by this allegation and very much aware that it was an accusation of possible criminal behaviour on my 
part.  I said as much to Ms Pryor, and I gave an undertaking to get back to her with a statement.  I did that later 
that afternoon and categorically denied the allegation, saying it was slanderous and factually wrong.  At about 
7.00 pm I sent Ms Pryor an e-mail responding to a number of specific questions she had asked, and I re-sent 
these responses from my home at about 11.00 pm.  I was absolutely unequivocal in rejecting the specific 
allegations that Ms Ma had been coerced, that she had filled out her nomination form in my office and that she 
had worked as a volunteer in my office. 

When I saw The West Australian’s Friday headline - “I was misled”, etc - it was clear to me that nothing I had to 
say would alter how the paper was going to run its story.  The West Australian’s editorial policy that day raised 
quite a few eyebrows, including on the web site www.pollbludger.com, which said, under the heading 
“Judgment Reserved” -  

You know the Coalition has had a bad day when The West Australian’s front page devotes equal space 
to criticising both parties.  Under the heading “double trouble”, the left half of the page covers what 
most would have regarded as the major story on election eve, the universal thumbs-down given to the 
Coalition’s costings announcement, while the right is an exposé of a mere dummy candidate put up by 
Labor in Riverton.   

Throughout that Friday, the last day of the election campaign, I ignored all media calls.  I was incensed at the 
gross political bias of The West Australian, and in any case I was flat out with my own campaign.  However, The 
West Australian was not finished, and by 11.00 pm on Friday the early edition of Saturday’s The West Australian 
was running the front page headline “Labor MP goes into hiding on poll eve”.  The West Australian had turned 
the previous day’s story into a full page blast and repeated the fabrications of the previous day; namely, that Ms 
Ma had signed a nomination form for her candidature in my office; that Ms Ma was misled by me into becoming 
a candidate; and that Ms Ma had been a volunteer worker in my office.  To support its concoction, the paper 
accompanied its headline with a large colour photograph of me striding across a road in campaign mode, with 
the caption - 

Change of mood: Tony McRae, who was nowhere to be seen yesterday, put on this flamboyant show 
when campaigning the previous day.   
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I e-mailed the editor, Paul Armstrong, and Ms Wendy Pryor, when I saw the paper’s early edition at about 
midnight on Friday, 25 February and advised them the story was false and inaccurate and demanded that they 
withdraw it immediately.  There was no change to the headline, no change to the story and no change to the 
photograph.  There was, however, a small change to the caption on the front page in later editions; that is, the 
suggestion that the image was of me campaigning on Thursday was replaced by the statement that it was an 
image of me in “earlier campaigning”.  The paper was now, if not telling the truth, attempting to reduce the 
number of gross and malicious lies it was caught up in.  The photograph on the front page for the paper’s 2005 
election day headline story was in fact taken in January 2001.  It is difficult to comprehend how this 
unsubstantiated allegation in Riverton would be of such importance that The West Australian would fabricate the 
front page of its election day edition.  On election day “The Poll Bludger” web site again mused on The West 
Australian’s editorial policy when it said, under the heading “How to Vote” -  

The long-awaited West Australian election editorial nominates Labor as the lesser of the available evils, 
but the paper makes up for it with a second successive front page on the matter of independent 
candidate Choy Chan Ma in Riverton.  Labor member Tony McRae is reported as having gone “into 
hiding” while much is made of Liberal Party complaints to the Crime and Corruption Commission and 
the Electoral Commission (although the latter has already investigated the candidate’s complaint and 
found no wrongdoing). 

As members would know, the Corruption and Crime Commission has investigated this matter and cleared me of 
any wrongdoing.  Following the release of the Corruption and Crime Commission report more than a week ago, I 
thought that the editor of The West Australian might phone me or send a letter of apology.  I have heard nothing.  
I note that the paper has run what one senior journalist described to me as an ungracious account of the CCC 
findings.  On the basis of the CCC report, from information given to me and from my own knowledge of events, 
I say this.  Ms Choy Chan Ma knowingly and willingly decided to nominate as a candidate.  Ms Ma completed 
the nomination form in her own home and in her own hand.  I asked Ms Ma if she would direct her preferences 
to me after she had nominated as a candidate, and she agreed.  At no time has Ms Ma worked in my office as a 
paid or volunteer worker, nor was she ever asked to work for me at all.  

The Australian Nursing Federation President, Ms Trish Fowler, was also a candidate for the seat of Riverton and 
directed her preferences to the Liberal Party.  ANF officers drafted Ms Ma’s letter of withdrawal to the Electoral 
Commission and gave copies of her letter to The West Australian journalist, Ms Wendy Pryor, without Ms Ma’s 
knowledge or approval.  The West Australian was reckless and malicious in running this false story on its front 
page on Friday, 25 February and repeating the same malicious story on Saturday, 26 February.  

The Liberal Party endorsed copies of the Saturday newspaper’s front page and posted them on every polling 
booth throughout the Riverton electorate on election day.  Liberal Party booth workers relied on The West 
Australian story to tell voters at polling booths that I would be jailed for my alleged actions.  They personally 
abused me and my volunteers throughout the day.  The Liberal Party state director made a complaint to the 
Corruption and Crime Commission on the basis of no other evidence than the story in The West Australian.  

Although I have been absolutely and unequivocally cleared of any wrongdoing by the CCC report, I am now left 
with the task of working to restore my reputation as an honest, hardworking member of this Parliament.  This 
episode is stark evidence of the abject failure of The West Australian to report in a professional, balanced and 
fair way.  The paper’s misuse of allegations about me was reckless, malicious and damaging.  Equally, whatever 
uncertainty Ms Ma’s behaviour may have caused, it could never justify her treatment by the Australian Nursing 
Federation.  

These events have caused distress to my family, friends and supporters, and I am grateful to them for their 
unwavering support.  I am also very conscious that many of my constituents gave me a vote of confidence in the 
face of this slander and I am humbled by their trust and goodwill.  
 


